
 
 

                          
Franklin City Council Agenda 

May 13, 2024 
Council Chambers 

207 West Second Avenue 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 

 
 

6:00 P.M. Work Session 
Budget, Garbage & Refuse, Vegetation and Tall Grass    

 
7:00 P.M.  

Regular Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER. . . . . .  .  MAYOR ROBERT L. CUTCHINS 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES. . . .   MAYOR ROBERT L. CUTCHINS 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CITIZEN’S TIME   
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 

1. INTRODUCTION OF NEW EMPLOYEE: 
 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Approval of April 22, 2024 meeting minutes  

 
3. ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS: 

A. Resolution #2024-10 – National Police Week  
B. Resolution #2024-11 – Foster Care Awareness Month  
C. Resolution #2024-12 – Adult Abuse Prevention Month  
D. Resolution #2024-13 – National Public Works Week  
E. Resolution #2024-14 – Emergency Medical Services Week  

 
4. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

A. Public Hearing - FY 25 Budget  
B. Public Hearing - Proposed Real Property Tax  
C. Budget Amendment 2024-19 

 
5. OLD/ NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Summit – Proposed Amendment to the Proffer  
B. Council’s Comments  
C. City Manager’s Report  

 
6. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 



 
 

7. CLOSED SESSION 

I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to boards and commissions, and discussion of 
performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following subject or subjects: City Attorney, 
Paul D. Camp Community College Board, Planning Commission, Tidewater Emergency Services Council, 
Building Code Appeals Board, Franklin School Board, Community Policy Management Team, Southeastern 
Public Service Authority, Eastern Virginia Regional Industrial Finance Agency.   

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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Regular City Council Meeting Minutes April 22, 2024  

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held its regular City Council meeting on April 22, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers. 

Council Members in Attendance: Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor; Wynndolyn Copeland, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson; Councilman Mark Kitchen; Councilwoman Jessica Banks; Councilman 
Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore. 

Staff in Attendance: Darlene Burcham, Interim City Manager; Haleigh Pinto, Executive Assistant 
recording minutes.  

Other Staff in Attendance: Matthew Jezierski, Director of IT; Patrick Wilson, Police Lieutenant; Sarah 
Rexrode, Director of Social Services.  
 

Citizen’s Time 

Ms. Jane Riddick-Fries of 30319 Camp Parkway, Courtland, Virginia presented information 
to Council about the Rawls Museum Arts in Courtland, Virginia.  

Mr. Chris Elliott of Armory Plaza, Franklin, Virginia informed Council of his new business in 
the City of Franklin.  

Amendments to Agenda 

No amendments to the agenda.  

Introduction of New Employee:  

No introductions of new employees.   

Consent Agenda: 

A. Approval of April 8, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Robert Cutchins asked if there were any corrections or additions for the April 8, 2024 meeting 
minutes. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented with a 
second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.   

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 
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Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith     Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Abstained  

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Ordinances & Resolutions  

A. Resolution #2024-09 – Child Abuse Prevention Month  

Child Abuse Prevention Month 
Resolution #2024-09 

 

WHEREAS, regardless of who they are or the circumstances of their birth, all children have the right to safe, secure, and supportive environments, free from 
abuse and neglect. 

WHEREAS, April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month; and 

WHEREAS, during Prevention Month, Virginians are reminded of the courage it takes to raise a child and that all parents have the right to the support and 
knowledge which child rearing demands; and 

WHEREAS, child abuse is one of our nation’s most serious public health problems, with scientific studies documenting the link between child abuse and neglect 
and a wide range of medical, emotional, psychological, and behavioral disorders; and 

WHEREAS, child abuse can disrupt early brain development, and serious chronic stress can impair the development of nervous and immune systems; and 

WHEREAS, children are the foundation of a sustainable and prosperous society, and our prosperity as a state and nation is built on a foundation of healthy child 
development; and  

WHEREAS, child abuse prevention creates a more compassionate society, one which places a high value on the welfare of children; and 

WHEREAS, creating communities where families can access an array of supports and resources to address the social, emotional and physical health of their 
children is the best way to combat child abuse; and 

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention programs succeed because of partnerships among families, social service agencies, schools, faith communities, civic 
organizations, law enforcement agencies,, and the business community; and 

WHEREAS, displaying a pinwheel during the month of April will serve as a positive reminder that together, we can prevent child abuse and neglect, and by doing 
so, keep children safe; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby recognize April 2024 as Child Abuse Prevention Month in the City of Franklin, Virginia, and 
I call this observance to the attention of all of our citizens. 

Signed this 22nd day of April 2024    

____________________________ 
       Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
       City of Franklin, Virginia  
 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-09 – Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Councilwoman Jessica Banks made a motion to approve with a second from 
Councilman Linwood Johnson. 

The motion carried the vote 7-0 
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The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith     Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Mrs. Sarah Rexrode, Director of Social Services was presented a signed copy of the Resolution by Mayor 
Robert Cutchins.  

Financial Matters:  

No financial matters.    

Old/New Business: 

A. City Manager’s Report  

The Interim City Manager informed Council that the Spring Fest was a success and according to Ms. 
Arisha Jones, Director of Tourism, 123 vendors attended the event as well as an estimated 1,500-2,000 
patrons. She also added that it was the Grand Opening for Franklin’s Farmer’s Market which hosted 14 
vendors. Interim City Manager stated that the Franklin Fun Fair was also a success and that they are 
planning to come back in 2025. 

Councilman Ray Smith stated that the Spring Fest had a lot of participation from the community. He 
added that he appreciates the hard work from staff for organizing the event.  

Ms. Burcham stated that the Treasurer received $134,000 from the debt set off collection program. 
Staff is working with engineers on the River Walk Park. She added that the signage for various parks are 
moving right along as well.  

The Interim City Manager informed Council that the City received 2.5 million dollars from HUD and 
staff will be working on the design and construction of the new recreation facility where the current 
Armory is located. She also added that the moving date for the new Department of Social Services 
building has been moved again to the middle of May.  

Ms. Burcham informed citizens and Council that there is a Brewing up for Business activity on May 3rd 
from 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM at the Franklin Business Center that the Chamber of Commerce is hosting. 
She also let individuals know that Juneteenth and July 4th events are coming up as well as more events 
in the later months.  
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Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland asked if there was an update on the City of Franklin Court House. 
Ms. Burcham added that the Clerk of Court for Southampton County stated that they will not be moving 
until July but the building should be ready before they are ready to actually move. She also added that 
she spoke to the Consultants regarding the City of Franklin Court House early in the week and was 
informed that the City should receive a design and total cost in the next few weeks.  

Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions: 

Interim City Manager added that the Southview Cemetery Committee met last week and had a great 
meeting which included good ideas and suggestions. One of the suggestions was in a few months having 
a cleanup day in the cemetery.   

Councilman Linwood Johnson stated that the Western Tidewater Regional Jail Authority met and are 
working on getting the City of Hampton to be a part of the Regional Jail Authority. The Jail Board will 
be selecting new officers at the next meeting and are very happy to have Ms. Burcham join.  
 
Closed Session 

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed 
meeting at 7:31 P.M. pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to 
boards and commissions, and discussion of performance of employees of the public body on the 
following items: City Clerk, Franklin City School Board, Board of Zoning Appeals, Eastern Virginia 
Regional Industrial Facility Authority. The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.    

The motion carried with a vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried. 

Motion Upon Return to Open Session  

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on April 22, 2024 at 8:01 P.M., 
meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no 
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action was taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed. The motion was seconded by Vice-
Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.     

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore made a motion to appoint Darlene Burcham as City Clerk with a 
second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Adjournment 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to adjourn the April 22, 2024 City Council meeting at 
8:03 P.M. with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 
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The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the meeting stands adjourned.   

 

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  

 



 

 
 

 
National Police Week  

May 12-18, 2024  
Proclamation #2024-10 

 

WHEREAS, there are more than 800,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities 
across the United States, including the dedicated members of the City of Franklin Police 
Department; 

WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1786, there are currently 24,067 law enforcement 
officers in the United States that have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed in the line of 
duty, including one member of the City of Franklin Police Department; 

WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls of the 
National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, DC; 

WHEREAS, 282 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial this spring, including 118 officers killed in 2023 and 164 officers killed in 
previous years; 

WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers killed in the line of duty will be honored 
during the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund’s 36th Candlelight Vigil, on the 
evening of May 13, 2024; 

WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which will be observed this 
year May 12th-18th; 

WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all fallen officers 
and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Franklin will observe May 12-18, 2024, as 
National Police Week in the City of Franklin, and publicly salutes the service of law enforcement 
officers in our community and in communities across the nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor of the City of Franklin, Virginia, do 
hereby proclaim May 12, 2024, through May 18, 2024, AS  

“NATIONAL POLICE OFFICER MEMORIAL WEEK" 

and call upon all residents to express their gratitude to law enforcement officers for their 
contributions in keeping Franklin, Virginia safe. 

 

Signed this 13th day of May 2024 

___________________________ 
       Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
       City of Franklin, Virginia  



 

 

Foster Care Awareness Month 

Resolution #2024-11 

 

 

WHEREAS, Virginia’s children and youth are our hope for the future, and we assert that all 

children deserve a safe, loving, stable, and nurturing home; and 

 

WHEREAS, families, serving as the primary providers of love, identity, self-esteem, and 

support, are the very foundations of our communities and our Commonwealth; and 

 

WHEREAS, a child’s success is best supported in a child welfare system that is family-focused, 

child-centered, and community-based; and preserving families is the primary goal of the child 

welfare system; and 

 

WHEREAS, while Virginia has over 4,800 children and youth aged 18 and younger in foster 

care, there are at least 3,600 children and youth supported by a network of more than 5,200 

dedicated, approved kinship, foster, and adoptive families; and 

 

WHEREAS, kinship families and foster families play a critical role in serving as a support, not a 

substitute, for the parents of children in foster care to make family reunification possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, many kinship families and foster families create permanency for children in foster 

care through adoption when those children cannot be safely reunified with their birth families; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, through the partnerships among kinship, foster, and adoptive families; child 

welfare staff; and public and private child-serving organizations, efforts are made to ensure that 

voices are heard and support offered for the transition of youth and young adults to successful 

independence; and 

 

WHEREAS, we honor and celebrate the enduring contributions of kinship, foster, and adoptive 

families during National Foster Care Awareness Month and recognize the outstanding service 

and commitment kinship, foster, and adoptive families provide to Virginia’s children and youth, 

while recognizing that foster care supports entire families; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby recognize May 2024 as 

Foster Care Awareness Month in the City of Franklin, Virginia, and I call this observance to the 

attention of all of our citizens.  

 

Signed this 13th day of May 2024 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor  

        City of Franklin, Virginia  



 

 

 

Adult Abuse Prevention Month 

Resolution #2024-12 
 

 

WHEREAS, there are nearly 1.9 million Virginians aged 60 or older, a number that will 

increase to 2.2 million in 2030; and 

WHEREAS, during fiscal year 2023, Virginia Adult Protective Services received over 

43,000 reports of adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation, an eight percent increase from 

the previous year; and 

WHEREAS, older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities may become targets for 

abuse, which can occur in families and communities of all social, economic, racial, and 

ethnic backgrounds; and 

WHEREAS, there are many government-supported programs that provide vital services 

to older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities, including a 24-hour hotline, crisis 

intervention, emergency shelter, home-based and community services, public education, 

and legal advocacy; and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services Adult 

Protective Services Division works collaboratively with state and local partners across 

the Commonwealth to help older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities live free of 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby recognize May 

2024 as Adult Abuse Prevention Month in the City of Franklin, Virginia, and I call this 

observance to the attention of all of our citizens.  

 

Signed this 13th day of May 2024 

 

 

 

 

        ___________________________ 

        Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor  

        City of Franklin, Virginia  



 

 
National Public Works Week 

May 19 - 25, 2024 
Resolution #2024-13 

 

WHEREAS, Public Works professional focus on infrastructure, facilities and services 
that are of vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to the public 
health, high quality of life and well-being of the people of the City of Franklin, Virginia; 
and 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without 
the dedicated efforts of Public Works professionals, who are engineers, managers, and 
employees at all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for 
rebuilding, improving, and protecting our nation’s transportation, water supply, water 
treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures and facilities 
essential for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in the City 
of Franklin, Virginia, to gain knowledge of and to maintain an ongoing interest and 
understanding of the importance of Public Works and Public Works programs in their 
respective communities; and  

WHEREAS, the year 2024 marks the 64th annual National Public Works Week 
sponsored by the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Work 
Association’  

BE IT NOW RESOLVED, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby designate the 
week of May 19-25, 2024 as National Public Works Week. I urge all citizens to join with 
representatives of the American Public Works Association and government agencies in 
activities, events, and ceremonies designed to pay tribute to our Public Works 
professionals, engineers, managers, and employees and to recognize the substantial 
contributions they make to protect our national health, safety, and quality of life.  

Signed this 13th day of May 2024.  
 
 
 

                                                         ___________________________ 
                            Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
                  City of Franklin, Virginia  



 

Emergency Medical Services Week 

May 19 - 25, 2024 

Resolution #2024-14 

 

WHEREAS, protecting the health and promoting the well-being of all people in Virginia is 

important for fostering healthy, connected, and resilient communities in the 

Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Responders (EMR), Emergency Medical Technicians 

(EMTs), Advanced EMTs, Intermediates, and Paramedics stand ready to provide 

compassionate, lifesaving care, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to improve the survival 

and recovery of those in sudden need of care; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) responders are supported by emergency 

medical dispatchers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, educators, administrators, 

researchers, emergency nurses, emergency physicians, and others; and 

WHEREAS, Virginians are thankful for the hard work and dedication of more than 38,000 

EMS providers and 550 EMS agencies that protect the health of our families; and 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme, “Honoring Our Past. Forging Our Future,” recognizes those 

who came before us, especially those who challenged the status quo and raised the bar, 

and renews the commitment to forge a future for the next generation of EMS professionals 

that will serve their communities; and 

WHEREAS, this year, as we recognize the 50th anniversary of the first National EMS Week, 

it is proper and timely to bring recognition to the value and accomplishments of Emergency 

Medical Services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Robert Cutchins, Mayor, City of Franklin, Virginia, in 

recognition of this event do hereby proclaim May 19 - 25, 2024 as Emergency Medical 

Services Week and I call this observance to the attention of our citizens.  

Signed this 13th day of May 2024.     
 

       _______________________________ 

       Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 

       City of Franklin, Virginia 



 

 
BUDGET AMENDMENT 2024-19 
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA that the 2023-
2024 City Budget is hereby amended to: 
 

1. Recognize revenues related to the Western Tidewater Home Consortium Fund and 
appropriate such revenue for use. 

2. Recognize the award of CDBG/Lead Hazard Program Funds and allocate for use. 
3. Recognize donations for Tourism, Animal Control and Opioid Settlement Funds 
     received and appropriate for use. 

2023-2024 AMENDED INCREASE
BUDGET BUDGET (DECREASE)

#1
289 WESTERN TIDEWATER HOME CONSORTIUM

REVENUE
289-4-24002-8700 HOME Funds - WTHC -$                      38,400$            38,400              

38,400              
EXPENDITURES

289-4-99999-7820 Laurel Street -CDBG -$                      38,400$            38,400              
38,400              

#2
298 LEAD HAZARD REDUCTION PROGRAM

REVENUE
298-3-33000-0100 Federal Aid - LHRP Funds -$                      30,810$            30,810              

30,810              
EXPENDITURES

298-4-85000-3143 Lead Administration 5,000                5,000                
298-4-85000-4303 Lead Inspection/Risk Assessment 1,810                1,810                
298-4-85000-4308 Lead Related Rehabilitation -$                      24,000$            24,000              

30,810              

#3
100 GENERAL FUND

REVENUE
100-3-18990-3016 Donations Tourism 7,361$                  9,861$              2,500                
100-3-18990-3005 Animal Control 5,000$                  5,600$              600                   
100-3-18990-3014 Opioid Settlement Funds 4,501$                  25,080$            20,579              

21,179              

EXPENDITURES
100-4-81600-5892 Festival and Events 20,299                  22,799              2,500                
100-4-35100-3317 Repairs - Other 13,020$                13,620$            600                   
100-4-91500-5871 Opioid Settlement Funds 4,501                    25,080              20,579              

21,179               
 
 
 
 

Certified copy of resolution adopted by Franklin City Council 
                                                                                                     ______________________   
                                                                                                           Clerk to the City Council                                               
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